Chatham; His Work and its Results
head clerks at Whitehall; but no cash came. The British Embassy at Constantinople, in particular, was notorious as a hotbed of scandal and incompetence. Abraham Stanyan (1669-1732) first made his mark in the diplomatic service as envoy to the Swiss cantons. Appointed to the Constantinople Embassy, he acquired the luxurious habits and official indolence of the East. His recall became inevitable. He refused, however, to leave till the Government had squared a long-standing account he had against them ; for had he not, as a junior in the service at Turin, pawned a diamond ring and a gold snuff-box to pay his weekly living bills, when his salary was just a year overdue ? Let the State settle accounts with him ; he would then think of vacating the legation.
Lord Kinnoull, who eventually replaced Stanyan, united with some of his predecessor's tastes a violently ungovernable temper. He reached Turkey at a moment when France was trying to embroil the Porte in a war against the Empire; his instructions were to co-operate with the Dutch ambassador in urging a peace policy upon the Sultan. Instead of doing this, he at once quarrelled with the diplomatist from The Hague, and found his special friend in the Parisian diplomatist, Villeneuve. He was soon recalled; Sir Everard Fawkener was nominated to the appointment. Kinnoull, however, refused to go on board the man-of-war which had been sent to take him home. He remained as a rival envoy for a year at Constantinople, thwarting Fawkener at every point, and eventually asking promotion from his Government as a reward for extraordinary services.
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